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KNOWLEDGE FOR THE PEOPLE. 





ANTIMONY. 
Why ie antimony important in the arts? 
Because, alloyed with lead, in the proportion of 
1 to 16, and a small addition of copper, it forms 
the alloy used for printers’ types: with lead only, 
a white and rather brittle compound is formed, 
used for the plates upon which music is engraved. 
With tin, antimony constitutes a kind of pewter, a 
term, however, applied to an alloy of lead and tin. 
The finest pewter consists of about twelve parts of 
tin and one of antimony, with a small addition of 
copper. A good white metal, (Britannia) used 
for tea-pots, is composed of 100 tin, 8 antimony, 
2 bismuth, and 2 copper. 
COPPER. 


Why is copper chosen for making trumpets and 
other musical instruments? 

Because of its sonorous property. 

Why is copper-wire chosen by wire-dancers ? 

Because of its great elasticity. Thus a wire 1- 
10th of an inch in diameter, will support nearly 
300 Ib. 

The first copper smelting works were establish- 
ed at Swansea, about a century ago,—but the bu- 
siness has so increased, that it is calculated not 
fewer than 10,000 persons are now employed in the 
works and the collieries, and the shipping con- 
nected with them. 

The following is an outline of the process by 
which ores of copper are brought to the state of 
metal. The ore, having been picked and broken, 
is heated in a reverberatory furnace, by which ar- 
senic and sulphur are driven off. It is then trans- 
ferred to a smaller reverberatory, where it is fused, 
and the slag which separates, being occasionally 
removed, is cast into oblong masses, used as a sub- 
stitute for bricks. The impure metal collected at 
the bottom of the furnace, is granulated by lettin 
it run into water; it is aflerwards melted a 

nulated two or three times successively, in or- 

r further to separate inypurities, which are chief- 
ly oon iron, and arsenic, and ultimately cast 
into oblong pieces called pigs, which are broken 
ap, roasted, and lastly melted with charcoal in the 

ing furnace. Malleability is here conferred 
upon the copper, and its texture improved by stir- 
ing the metal with a pole of green wood, general- 
ly birch, which causes great ebullition and agita- 
tion; assays are occasionally taken out, and the 
metal, originally crystalline and granular when 
cold, now becomes fine and close, so as to assume 
a silky polish when the assays are half cut through 
and broken. The metal is now cast into cakes 
about twelve inches wide, by eighteen in length. 
Copper for brass-making is granulated by pouring 
the metal through a perforated ladle into water; 
when this is warm, the copper assumes a rounded 
form, and is called belan shot ; but if a constant 
supply of cold water is kept up it becames ragged, 
and is called feather shot. Another form into 
which copper is cast, chiefly for exports to the 
East Indies, as in pieces of the length of six in- 
ches, and weighing about eight ounces each: the 
copper is dropped from the moulds, immediately 
on its becoming solid, into a cistern of cold water; 
and thus, by a slight oxidation of the metal, the 
sticks acquire a rich colour on the surface. This 
is called Japan copper.—Brande. 

Sulphate of copper, or Roman vitriol, is much 
used by dyers, and in many of the arts. Fowling- 
pieces ae tea-urns are browned, by washing them 
with a solution of this salt. Verdigris is an ace- 
tate of copper. Blue verditer, much used in stain- 
ing paper for hanging rooms, is a nitrate of cop- 
per, combined with hydrate of lime. Mineral and 





Brunswick green, are likewise combinations of 
copper with potash, &c. At Montpellier, the ma- 
nufacture of rough verdigris is part of the house- 
hold business in the wine-farms, and is generally 
done by the women. 

Why have smail bells a shrill tone? 

Because zine is added to their composition, 
usually consisting of three parts copper and one of 
tin. 

Why has apparatus been invented for sounding 
bells without pulling? 

Because buildings suffer much from the sound- 
ing of bells, especially when they are very heavy. 
Let one, in fact, only imagine a mass of several 
tons swinging to and fro, and he will readily per- 
ceive how much a building must be shaken by it. 


In Denmark, profexsor Oersted has introduced into | ¥ 


a bella balance; similar to that of a pendulum. 
An axis, by turning, raises a hammer, which, at 
each turn, strikes the bell, and produces a sound 
which cannot be distinguished from that emitted 
by the bell when tolled. 

The largest bells in the world are to be found in 
Russia, The ‘‘ Great Bell’? of Moscow, cast in the 
year 1736, weighs 432,000 pounds, 19 feet high, 
21 yards in circumferance at the bottom, and at its 
greatest thickness 23 inches.* 

* Mirrors are also cast of larger dimension at St. Petersburgh, 
than elsewhere. In the Imperial manufactory here, was cast for 
Prince Potemkin, a mirror, measuring 104 incbes by 100. One, 
of the same proportions, and valued at three thuusand guineas, 
was cast for the duke of Wellington, a few vears since, but was 


beuben to atoms in its conveyance from St. Petersburgh to Eng- 
land. 





From the Geneva Advertiser. 
STATE PRISON MONOPOLY. 


The state, through her, prison machinery, has 
become a t manufacturer, for the purpose o! 
defraying 
— her in direct competition with her mechan- 
ics, located in every city, village and hamlet in 
the state; and what can be the result to them but 
inevitable ruin? When rival tradesmen compete 
for business, they well know there is a maximum 
below which neither can fall without a positive 
loss. But very different indeed is the rivalry o 
the state, with her millions of revenue for capita’ 
and all the power of legislation at her command. 





Her whole prison system is essentially a financial 
scheme, and her policy, to, raise from it all the re- 
venue it is capable roducing. She can never 


manufacture at a loss, for all she makes, whether 
more or less, is just so much subtracted from the 
draught on her treasury; and by a code of law 
unprecedented in the history of legislation, she 
has brought all this blighting, withermg influence 
to bear upon her mechanics. ‘This is the unvar- 
nished statement of the cause at issue. How con- 
temptible, how degrading, is the attitude in which 
her statesmen have placed her. Unlike the soar- 
ing eagle that trims his pinions on her banners for 
a loftier flight, she stoops with the mousing owl to 
deeds of violence and darkness, and does nat blush, 
while, with Jesuitical craft, she strikes to the 
heart’s core, to conceal the hand under the cloak 
of benevolence. For twelve years and more our 
complaints have been visited by heartless politi- 
cians with sneers and bitter taunts; when we com- 
lained of wrong and sued for redress, the reply 
s ever heen, “If you dislike the existing system 
of convict labor, propose a better and we will 
adopt it.” 
point out some plan by which the state can plun- 
der on a larger scale, with perfect immunity to 
the protected classes, as the only terms of redress? 
It is come to this? Has the legislature of the state 
of New York, that proudly calls herself the em- 


e expenses of her criminal code; this || 


What! ure we to be called upon to] on 





ire state, become a mere speculating, stockjob- 
ae concern? Or is the tenure by which a hundred 
and seventy-five thousand of her virtuous citizens, 
the bone and the muscle of the state, hold their 
claims to all that is dear to freemen, to be con- 
temned or merged in the interests of felons. How 
degrading is the proposition to men aspiring to the 
character of statesmen, and how insulting to those 
to whom it is addressed. Truly, mechanics, you 
have drained the cup of humiliation to the dregs ; 
and will you still consent to be the sport of politi- 
cal chicanery? Will Pa look tamely on, while 
the legislative farce of 1834 and °35 is being re- 
enacted? At that time, the contest for power and 
place was at its height; the dominant party esti- 
mating your strength much more justly than you 
ourselves, and fearing you might create a schism 
in their ranks, suddenly shifted their cards, be- 
came very sensitive to your wrongs, listened de- 
ferentially to your complaints, and in the plenitude 
of their sympathy appointed a committee to visit 
the prisons, inquire into your grievances, and re- 
port some plan to redress them. That committee 
reported, and the farce was consummated by sun- 
dry enactments which were never carried into ex- 
ecution, and. I hazard nothing in affirming, they 
were never intended to be; for the superintendent 
stated to the committee of ’41 that he received 
no direction, from the executive officers to notice 
‘them, Presuming still upon your credulity, (the 
‘same. contingency having, after six years’ interval, 
occurred) same laws, in all their prominent 
features, were re-enacted last year, to take effect 
next May; -and having answered the design of their 
authors, to:ameuse with that are never 
to be realized, when the issue of the pending elec- 
tion shall have transpired, they will doubtless de- 
scend, disregarded and dishonored, to the tomb of 
their predecessors. 
; Mechanics, do you not sicken at the hay: dyer 
recital of your wrongs? depend upon it, half 
as not been told. 1 have thus far confined my re- 
marks chiefly to the bearing of the prison system 
upon your pecuniary interests, and haye shown 
conclusively that it is fraught with evil to you, and 
“ oply evil, aud that continually.” But its bear- 
ing on your moral condition is by far its most ap- 
palling aspect. For who can calculate the value 
of reputation? and who ameng you is so base as 
to estimate moral character by dollars and cents ? 
If any such there are, frown them from your ranks, 
and turn them out to do the drudgery of politicians : 
such sordid spirits are only fit for menial offices. 
Under the influence of the prison law, you stand 
in the same predicament with the inhabitants of an 
infected city, where the breath of the pestilence is 
prostrating its thousand. Whatever may be their ap- 
parent health, the eye of suspicion is upon them, ap- 
prehension is alive to the danger of contagion, even 
charity and benevolence stand aloof pins their 
relief, lest life itself should pees the forfeiture of 
their ministrations. And why should it not be sot 
For what eye but that of Omniscience can detect 
the latent seeds of disease in the physical or moral 
man? Let no one, then, be surprised if the com- 
munity regard us with suspicion and distrust. — 
Instead of fruitless complaints, be ours the task to 
wage uncompromising war with the fruitful cause 
of all this evil. Like the Carthagenian hero, “let 
us carry the war into Italy.” Let us w it on 
the floor of the legislative hall, from which our 
mi have emanated; but remember this can 
ly be effected by marching to the polls in solid 
phalanx, and depositing your ballots for mechanics, 
or those who are deci your advocates. “Ab- 
stain entirely from past political idolatries, and call 
none your party but those that will stand shoulder 
to shoulder with you in the contest. Stop your 
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ears against the syreén song of political leaders. 
Theywill assail youwith every a ent calculated 
to awaken old associations. importance of 
the ee | election; the danger of defeat to your 
party; the indispensable necessity for your person- 
al services; these and a thousand similar motives 
will be pressed u you with a pertinacity that 
takes.no.dehial. Mechanics, with your shoulders 
peeled, and rankling with the burdens imposed 
upon you by heartless politicians, will you prove 
recreant in the day of trial to your dearest and 
most important interests, to do their bidding? 
What are party interest to you, whose devotion 
has been visited by both parties with contumely 
and oppression? At a time when your business is 
prostrated, your hopes of obtaining a comfortable 
support for your families blighted; when your 
creditors are clamorous, and want is staring you 
in the face, will you desert the body to which you 
belong, in their struggle to disenthrall themselves 
from the meshes in which the most iniquitous le- 
geretire action has entangled them, and adhere to 
the interests of a party which will afford you no 
relief? If so, in truth, “the beaten spuniel’s 
fondness not more strange.’? Unless, however, I 
have wholly mistaken your character, you are 
made of sterner stuff. Your past forbearance has 
only provoked aggression; and having appealed in 
vain to the magnanimity of the Legislature and in 
vain invoked its sense of justice, you will band to- 
gether in as holy a cause as ever called forth the 
energies of freemen, and nerved with that indomit- 
able resolution which prompts to noble darings, 
take your rights into your own hands, and hurl 
back defiance in the teeth of your oppressors. 





THE DRUNKARD’S BIBLE. 





‘« Mr. President,’’ said a short, stout man, wilh 
a good-humored countenance, and a florid com- 
plexion, rising as the last speaker took his seat, 
** | have been a tavern-keeper.” 

At this announcement there was a movement 
through the whole room, and an expression of in- 
creased interest. 

‘* Yes, Mr. President,’? he went on, “I have 
been a tavern-keeper; and many a glass have | 
sold to you, and to the secretary there, and to do- 
zens of others that I see here’’—glancing around 
upon the company. 

‘« That’s a fact,” broke in the president, ‘* many 
a gin-toddy and brandy-punch have I taken at your 
bar. But times are changed now, and we have 
begun to carry the war right into the enemy’s 
camp. And our war has not been unsuccessful, 
for we have taken prisoner one of the rum-seller’s 
brayest generals! But goon, friend W , let 
us have your experience,” 

‘* As to my experience, Mr. President,”’ the ex- 
tayern-keeper resumed, ‘‘in rum-selling and rum- 
drinking—for I have done a good deal of both in 
my day—that would be rather too long a story to 
tell to-night, and one that I had much rather forget 
than relate. It makes me tremble and sick at 
heart, whenever I look back on the evil I have done. 
I therefore usually look ahead with the hope of 
doing some good to my fellow men. 

‘But there is one incident that I will relate. 
For the last five years a hard-working mechanic, 
with a wife and several small children, came regu- 
larly, almost every night, to my tavern and spent 
the evening in the bar-room. He came to drink, 
of course, and many a dollar of his hard earnings 
went into my till. At last he became a perfect sot 
—weorking scarcely one-fourth of the time, and 
spending all he earned in liquor. His poor wife 
had to take in washing to support herself and chil- 
dren, while he spent his time, and the little he could 
earn, at my bar. But his appetite for liquor was 
so strong, that his week’s earnings were usually 
all gone by Tuesday or Wednesday, and then I had 
to chalk up a score against him, to be paid off when 
Satuday night came. The score gradually increas- 
ed, until it amounted to three or four dollars, over 
his regular Saturday night’s pay, when I refused 
to sell him any more liquor until it was settled. 

_ On the day after I had refused to sell him, he came 
in with a neat mourning breastpin, enclosing some 








hair, no doubt, I thought, of a deceased relative. 
This he offered in payment of what he owed. I 
accepted it, for the pin I saw at once was worth 
double the amount of my bill. I did not think, or 
indeed care about the question, whether he was the 
owner or not; I wanted my own, and in my selfish 
eagerness to get my own, | hesitated not to take a 
little more than my own. 

I laid the breast-pin away, and all things went on 
smoothly forawhile. But he gradually got behind 
again, and again I cut off the supply of liquor. 
This time he brought me a pair of brass andirons, 
and a pair of brass candlesticks. I took them and 
wiped off the score aganist him. At last he brought 
a large family bible, and I took that too—thinking, 
uo doubt, I could sell it for something. 

On the Sunday afterwards, having nothing to do 
—for I used to shut up my bar on Sunday, thinking 
it was not respectable to sell liquor on that day—1 
opened this poor drunkard’s family Bible, scarcely 
thinking of what I wasdonig. ‘The first place that | 
I turned to was the family record. ‘There it was 
stated that on a certain day he had been married to 
Emily——. I had known Emily when I was a 
young man very well, and had once thought seri- 





ously of offering myself to her in marriage. I re- 
membered her happy young face, and suddenly | 
seemed to hear the tone of her merry laughter. 

Poor creature! I sighed involuntarily as a 
thought of her present condition crossed my mind | 
—and then with no pleasant feelings I turned over | 
the next leaf. There was the record of the birth | 
of four children; the last bad been made recently, | 
and was in the mother’s hand. I never had such | 
a strange feeling as now came over me. | felt that | 
I had no business with this book. But I tried to 
stifle my feelings, and I turned over several leaves 
quickly. I suffered my eyes to rest upon an open 
page; these words arrested my-attention: Wine 
ts a mocker, strong drink is raging, whoso is de- 
ceived thereby is not wise. This was just the sub- 
ject that, under the feelings I then had, I wished to 
aviod, and so I referred to another place. There 
I read. Who hath wo? Who hath sorrow? 
Who hath wounds? Who hath babbling? Wha 
hath redness of eyes? T'hey that tarry long at the 
wine. At last it biteth like a serpent, it stingeth 
like an adder. {| felt like throwing the book from 
me. But once more | turned the leaves, and my 
eyes rested on these words: Wo unto him who 
giveth his neighbor drink; that puttest the bottle to 
him and makest him drunken. 

I closed the book suddenly, and then threw it 
down. Then for half an hour! paced the room 
backwards and forwards in a state of mind such as 
Inever before experienced. JI had become pain. 
fully conscious of the direful evils resulting from 
intemperance, and still more painfully conscious, 
that I had been a willing instrument in the spread 
of these evils. I cannot tell how much I suffered 
during that day and night, nor describe the fearful 
conflict that took place in my mind, between the sel- 
fish love of the gains of my calling, and the plain dic- 
tates of truth and humanity. It was about 9 o’clock, 
I thihk, on that evenig, that I opened the drunkard’s 
Bible again, with a kind of despairing hope that I 
might find something to direct me. I opened at 
the Psalms and read two or three chapters. As I 
read on, without finding anything that seemed to 
apply dircetly to my case, I felt an increasing desire 
to abandon my calling, because it was injurious to 
my fellow men. After I had read the Bible, I re- 
tired to my bed but could not seelp. Iam now 
sure that during that night I thought of every 
drunken man to whom I had sold liquor, and to all 
their beggared families. In the brief sleep that I 
obtained, I dreamed that I saw a long lot of totter- 
ing drunkards, with their wives and children in 
rags. Anda loud voice said ‘ who hath done this?” 

The answer, in a still louder voice, directed, I 
felt, to me, smote upon my ear like a peal of thun- 
der. ‘‘ Thou artthe man!’ From this troubled 
slumber I awoke to sleep no more that night. In 
the morning the last and most powerful conflict 
came. The question to be decided, was. Shall I 





open my tavern, or at once abandon the dreadful 
traffic in liquid poison? Happily I decided never 





to put to any man’s lips the cup of confusion. My 


— ee 


next step was to turn the spigot of every keg, of 
every banel of spirits, wine, beer or cider, and let 
the contents escape on the floor: My botiles and 
decanters were likewise emptied. ‘Then | came 
and signed your total abstinence pledge, and what 
is betier, never rested until I had persuaded the 
man whose Bible had been of so much use to me, 
to sign the pledge likewise. And now, Mr. Pres- 
ident, Iam eeping, at my old stand, a Tempeance 
Grocery, and making restitution as fast as possible, 
There are at least halt a dozen families that my tay- 
ern helped to make poor and wretched, to whom 
I furnish a small quantity of groceries every week, 
in many cases equal to the amount that used to be 
spent at my bar, for liquor. Four of my oldest 
and best customers have already signed the pledge 
by my persuasion, and I am not going to rest until 
every man that I helped to ruin, is restored to him- 
self, his family and society.’’ 





A GLANCE AT THE ARTS IN THE FAIR 
OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 





We noticed, as worthy of remark and of the atten- 
tion of mechanics, the following articles in addition 
to those in our last. 

The specimens of Sand Paper, the importance of 
which every mechanic working in wood knows well 
how to appreciate, manufactured by Gage, 37th street 
near 9th avenue, are the best we have seen. They 
are firm, with the sand very tenacious, and of uni- 
form size and grit, and otherwise of superior quality. 
A machine for cutting gutters for the eaves of 
houses, for cisterns, etc., is a simple and very expe- 
ditious method of manufacturing the article. It con- 
sists of two circular saws, placed and running in an 
angular manner, with their edges coming nearly toa 
point, and a plank of the requisite thickness running 
upon a frame, which is moved forward by the same 
power that turns the saws, thus feeding them as fast 
as required, and ina manner not unlike a common 
saw-mill. By another movement, the strip thus cut 
with an angular groove, is sawed off, so that hun- 
dreds of gutters may be cutina day. The sizeof the 
gutter may be graduated at pleasure. The Safety 
Valve for steam boilers by Raub of Washington City, 
exceeds any thing we have secn or heard of for that 
truly important purpose. The inventor informed us 
that congress would have acted on the subject at its 
last session, but for the haste and pressure of its bu- 
siness. It was approved by a committee which exa- 
mined it; and there can be no doubt, we think, that, 
whether it should be acted on by that body or not, 
the invention must come into general use, as it should 
do without delay. It would seem, in the language of 
the patentee, that ‘‘ a discovery has been made which 
will put an end to the dangers which spread such 
terror through the minds of the traveling public, the 
frequent records of which curdle the blood of our cit- 
izens with horror.” ‘“‘ Raub’s double self-acting safe- 
ty valve,” has been attached to and in full operation 
for the last two months, on board of the steam boat 
South America, and the testimony afforded by the 
chief and assistant engineers of that boat, is as strong 
and conclusive, as to its merits, as it is possible for 
language, dictated by experience, to make them. 
Thatalso of the chief engineer on board of the Troy, 
is not Jess decided and satisfactory. Some improve- 
ment may be important, but it is certain that Mr. 
Raub, as the engineer says, has discovered the true 
principle and remedied all defects, and that no boiler 
is really safe without this safety valve.”——South- 
worth’s patent Lard Lamp, for burning lard in its 
crude state, without any trouble, igniting as readily 
and burning as freely as oil, emitting a clear beauti- 
ful flame, without the least smoke, and free from 
smell. We have thus far quoted from the circular 
accompanying these lamps, and having frequently 
seen them in use, we can attest to some, at least, of 
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these qualities. It will, without doubt, be speedily 

and generally used at the west, where lard for the 

purposes of light has lately come into use. To the 

top of the lamp is secured two pieces of tin, which 

run down through the cold lard. By this means the 

lard is soon heated and rendered a beautiful clear }i- 

quid, supplying in this state the wick between the 

pieces of tin, and yielding a clear and steady flame. 

They are found at 125 Maiden lane, N. Y——Dan- 

iel’s patent Planing Machine, Worcester, Mass., for 

planing timber, works admirably, and we should 

think it would be generally used when known. Its 

operation upon rough timber is certeinly very smooth 

and expeditious. It is worked by hand and is not 

therefore very expensive-——We saw a small new 

steam engine in operation, but, from its rapid motion 

were unable to examine it very minutely. The pow- 

er is applied to the periphery of a wheel furnishing 

the motion, thereby saving the lost power of a crank 

ete. Made by Banton, Newark, N. J. Also a very 
pretty horizontal engine, with many other small! and 
very elegant ones.——Crane’s model Steam Pile Dri- 

ver, in full operation, with heavy hammers, etc., was 
deservedly a source of greatattraction. The weights 
are attached to the hammers by means of an instru- 
ment operating like a pair of pliers, which rising to 
the top with them, are there detached by a continuous 
operation. The weights falling, the pliers fall like- 

wise, and again seize the weights. The whole works 
with great celerity, and would accomplish as much 
work probably, as a hundred men.——Well’s Horse 
Power. This is perhaps the best hitherto invented. 
It took the gold medal a year or two since, and hav- 
ing been in the fair before, need not be described. It 
is made at 36 Third street, N. Y.——A specimen of 
Cast-iron Roofing struck us as the best and most 
safe contrivance we have ever seen. It renders a 
building, with the metallic rafters, conductors and 
spouts, perfectly secure against fire, and much strong- 
er than by the ordinary mode of building. It calls 
for the attention of all builders, especially in cities; 
made at 49 Nassau street, N. Y. A machine for 
making window and other sashes is a simple but very 
efficient invention. The rapidity and excellency of 
the work are remarkable, and cannot fail to come 
into use when known. It was made in Norwich, Ct. 
— Collins & Stone’s Cheese Press, on a new prin- 
ciple. Nothing can be wore simple and efficient for 
the purpose designed than this. All the pressure de- 
sired, and what is equally important, the graduation 
of power applied is here secured. These recom- 
mendations render it the best in use, and certain of 
being generally adopted by farmers. The agency is 
at 23 Pearl st., N. Y.——A Straw Cutting Machine, 
made and invented by I. Standish, Fishkill Landing, 
appeared, out of some twenty or thirty exhibited, the 
very best we saw. We need not describe it, as with- 
out doubt it will soon be ia general use, if it does not 
cost too much for ordinary farmers. It cannot be 
made for less than about $30. Among the others 
there were several very excellent machines of the 
kind, most of which, with the first mentioned, seemed 
to require being made to cut potatoes, turnips, &c., 
at the same time.————We saw some excellent patent 
wrenches. The Eagle Wrench appeared to be the 
best, however, that we met with. They were all 
most admirably made, and of all sizes. One of them 
was some six or eight feet in length, and of superior 
workmanship. Lewis & Co., N. ¥.—~—There were 
numerous cards of carving and other Knives, of Ame- 
rican workmanship, that plainly evinced the superi- 
ority of our countrymen in making cutlery, when en- 
couraged in so doing. The case of American cutlery 
from Broomsmaid & Co., New Haven, Ct, exhibited 
splendid specimens of the art; and, as we are quite 
as skilful in the tempering of such articles as foreign 





purchasing such articles of our own countrymen. 
There were several other cases of cutlery, knives, 
razors, &c., worthy of particular attention. All these 
will soon, it is to be hoped, be made in quantities to 
supply the wants of the market.——King’s patent 
stocks and dies appeared to us to be of very superior 
workmaaship and temper. We did not minutely ex- 
amine or compare the advantages of the patent. 
They are for sale at 7 Platt st——Mineral knobs for 
doors, furniture, etc. These are an elegant article, 
coming ata much less price than other kinds, and, 
what is also of importance, requiring no rubbing to 
keep them bright. We think they must soon be in 
general use. They are made at New Haven, Ct. 
Storrett’s patent submerged paddle wheel, intended 
for steam ships of the navy, being out of the way of 
shot, &c. This wheel, working horizontally beneath 
the surface, is, of course, out of harm’s way; but we 
did not learn the application of power upon it. The 
wheel is so constructed that the paddles take no hold 
of the water after passing the semi revolution; this is 
effected by a body filling the spaces between the pad- 
dles and protruding or receding as the wheel advances 
towards or passes from the centre, perpendicularly. 
It appears, from a cursory view, and without an op- 
portunity of learning more, that, if the power of the 
engine can be easily secured and effectually applied, 
this is an improvement of great value.——A case of 
iron squares and sliding bevels, from 23 Platt street, 
would attract the attention of the artizan, from their 
superior exactness and workmanship.——The nails 
from the Sable iron works were of a superior order. 
Many were twisted or bent double, to show their 
excellent quality.———A large case was filled with 
locks, of numerous patterns, and attracted special at- 
tention, from their improved modes of operating, as 
well as from their very excellent workmanship. We 
could not learn their maker. Among the numerous 
cases of strong and elegant brushes, that from 187 
Greenwich exhibited superior specimens, both of hair 
and paint brushes. Sloan’s self-adjusting tailor’s 
shears are indeed an elegant article. ‘They struck us 
as an important improvement, as well as of superior 
finish and temper. 
(To be Continued.) 











INVENTIONS, DISCOVERIES, ETC. 





WILSON’S PATENT LOCK. 


Mr. Wm. Wilson, an ingenious mechanic of North- 
ampton, formerly of this town, has recently invented 
a new lock, which seems to us to be far before any 
lock previously known. It is very simple in its con- 
struction, not liable to get vut of repair, and as little 
subject to wear out as any lock can be. Yet no man 
can open it unless he perfectly understands the modus 
operandi, Skeleton keys, and instruments of lock 
pickers, are of no avail here; and no key, which 
does not fit exactly, is of pny use in opening a door 
fastened by one of thcse locks. Mr. Wilson showed 
us two keys, which to our eyes seemed just alike, 
and yet they would not open the same lock. And if 
you have got the right key, and know how to use it, 
and have got into a house, if that is all you know 
about it, your chance of getting out again is small. 
Opening from within is a very different thing from 
opening from without. One of Mr. Wilson’s locks 
must bea great safeguard in these days of burglaries. 

And yet, when this lock is understood, it takes no 
longer to open it than a common Jock. There is no 
reckoning to keep, (and which may be forgotten or 
lost,) as in some of the patent locks. The mode of 
unlocking is perfectly simple, and performed in an 
instant. In short, it is an exceedingly ingenious and 
useful invention. We recommend it to general no- 
tice. —Greenfield Courier. 


PRINTING MACHINE. 

Mr. W. S. Birch, in South Howard street, Balti- 
more says the Sun, has a newly invented machine 
in operation, for printing the various figures on pa- 
per, such as is used for the papering of walls &c. 
It is the only one of the kind in opertion in this 





workmen, we cannot conceive of any reason for not 


piece of machinery, displaying much inginuity, great 
preciseness and beauty of action, and perfoms its 
work not only with speed, but in a highly finished 
and superior manner, One of its peculiar qualities is 
the saving of labour, It is said to accomplish, with 
an expense of four dollars, as much work as could be 
done in the ordinary way for thirty dollars. 


CEMENT FOR FISSURES IN IRON VESSELS. 


Take two ounces of muriate of ammonia, one ounce 
of flour of sulphur, and sixteen ounces of cast iron 
filings or turnings ; mix them well ina mortar and 
keep the powder dry, When the Cement is wanted, 
take one part of this, and twenty parts of clean iron 
filings or borings, grind them together ina mortar, 
mix them with water toa proper consistence, and ap- 
ply them between the joints. 

This answers for flanges of pipes, &c. about steam 
engines.— Mechanic's Own Book. 


ORIGIN OF COAL, 


It is remarked by Liebig, that in early periods of 
the earth’s history, the gigantic m tylod 
plants—the ferns, palms, and reeds, with which the 
surface of the globe is overspread—belong to a class 
which nature has given the power, by means of their 
leaves, to dispense with nourishment from the soil. 
Hence the enormous amount of carbon locked up 
within the earth in the shape of coal, the whole of 
which was originally obtained from the carbonic acid 
afforded by the atmosphere. 





BLASTING BOCKS BY GALVANISM, 


This important discovery in the method of blasting 
rocks, isa grand triumph of science as applied to 
practical utility, in rendering a hitherts most dan- 
gerous process perfectly safe and simple in execu- 
tion. The process is, to charge the rocks with pow- 
der as usual, the bat is placed at a safe and con- 
venient distance, and wires are laid to connect it with 
the cartridges, which convey the galvanig current. 
The effect is as instantaneous as the lighting’s flash. 
Any number of charges may be ignited at the same 
instant, and the whole face of a quarry of any extent 
riven asunder from top to bottom. 


SHOE BLACKING. 

Perhaps the best in the world is elder berries. 
Mash the berries with your hand in a large kettle of 
water; set them in the shade a few days, filling the 
vessel up with water. After they are cool, strain 
and wring them through a coarse cloth, and then boil 
down to the thickness of molasses. Put a small 
quantity with a feather on a brush, and rub the shoe 
‘ill there is a fine gloss. 


PATENT MANURE. 


Mr. John Gonliart of Bladensburg, Md., has invent- 
ed a mode of manufacturing manure, without the aid 
of cattle, which promises to be of much advantage to 
farmers. The different materials from which manure 
may be made are, all plants having blades or stalks, 
straw from every black grain, roots, sea grass, turf, 
and every thing belonging to the vegetable kingdom, 
green or dry, as also a great many other things lying 
about farms, which are often allowed to go to waste. 
Twenty five days are required to produce any quan- 
tity. 


EXTRAORDINARY SPECIMEN OF WEAVING. 


We have lately had an opportunity of inspecting, 
what we believe to be the most extraordinary speci- 
men of the textile art, that has yet been seen in this 
country, produced at the works of Messrs. James and 
Abraham Meyer & Co. of Brandenburg, near Berlin. 
It contains a medallion portrait of the Jate King of 
Prussia, supported by four emblematic female figures 
representing Wisdom, Power, Justice and Mercy, and 
also a copy of the will of that monarch, and of his 
well known addresses to his son and successor. The 
whole is executed in silk, in the manner of the por- 
trait of M Jacquard, which many of my readers may 
recollect to have seen at the Anti- Law Ba- 
zaar,in the Theatre Royal. The produce of the 
Prussian loom, however, appears to us greatly supe. 
rior in delicacy of execution to the French ; some 
of the figures, with their draperies, are equal in effect 
to the finest productions of the engraver: We un- 
derstand it is probable that this beantifal and un- 
ique specimen, which still to the manufactu- 
rers, would, on proper applica’ be presented by 
them to any public institution in ester, where 
it could be publicly seen; and we are quite sure that 
there is no institution to which it not do credit. 





country, and is said to be a very nicely constructed 


—Manchester Guardian. 
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THE WAGONER. 


God bless you, honest wagoner! 
Bat, sir, your coat and vest 

Were out of date a month ago— 
Your hat is not the best— 

You are not wiskered nor perfumed— 
You have no glove or fan— 

You are no dandy—but you are 
Another thing—a man. 


And you are awkward, wagoner ; 
Your feet are not turned: out— 

You sit, and stand, and walk upright, 
And will not lounge about ; 

How you would tread a parlor floor, 
Upon a morning “‘ call ?’ 

Your motions, like ex: notions, are 
By far too natural. 





You are notipolished, wagoner, 
For you will smile or frown, 
Just as you love or loathe a man, 
And kiss or knock him down; 
You have not learned to smile—in hate, 
o compliment and—cheat; 
Your soul comes forth in speech and look, 
To every man you meet. 


But when the crowd of souls shall stand 
Disrobed of mortal clay— 

When, from each jewel mind, the dross 
Of earth shall fall away— 

When sin shall grow more dark and dull, 
And only Virtue shine— 

What gem among earth’s varnished ones, 

- Shall speak more than thine! 





KNOWLEDGE. 


Bentley’s Miscellany, for September, contains 
among other things, the following anecdotal 
remiscence of an English missionary, named 
Clarke, who went out to convert the natives 
of India to Christianity, but failing in his efforts, 
returned in despair to Calcutta. e give the rest 
of the anecdote in the writer’s own words : 

One day our missionary learned, to his great 
joy, that a Brahmin of the very first rank had ar- 
rived in the metropolis. Determined to bring 
matters to an issue, Clarke wrote to him, and beg- 
ged him to meet him ona certain day, when he 
underiook to convine him (the Hiudoo priest) of 
the errors of his faith. To this the Brahmin con- 
sented, and at:the time appointed the heathen and 
Christian champion met to discuss, in prsence of 
several wilinesses, the merits of their respective 
creeds. 

As is usual sf spwayncore discussions the contro- 
versy was opened by several inconsequential que 
ries and answers. For half an hour neither party 
had put forth a startling proposition; the wily In- 
dian taking care ‘o confine himself to the defensive. 
Tired at length by this scene, Clarke suddenly and 
abruptly asked him, 

** Are you forbidden to eat anything in which 
animal life exists?’’ 

“ce I am.’? 

‘* Have you never broken through this law?’’ 

** Never.” 

** May you not unconsciously have been led into 
this crime?”’ 

** Impossible.” 

** Will you swear to it?” 

* Most solemnly I do.”” 

** Do you ever eat pomegranates?” 

‘*Da Bes 

‘- Bring me some of the fruit; then,” rejoined 
Clarke, turning to a servant. His order was com- 
plied with, the pome granates were brought. 

*¢ Choose one,’’ the Brahmin did so. ‘Cut it 
in two.’ With this direction he complied. ‘ Place 
it here,” aud Clarke assisved him to put it beneath 
a mic .'* Now look at it.” 

The B: in did so; but no sooner did he apply 
his eye, than he started back with afright. The 





fruit was perfectly alive with animalcule ; the puz- 
vied Hindoo drew out the pomegranate, (which, 


rhaps, my readers are not aware is more close 
filled with yt than any other fruit,) looked 4 
it, examined it, replaced it, and again beheld the 
myriads of living creatures with which it was rife. 





He felt it with his hand, to corvince ‘himself that 
there was no trick in the affair. Then suddenly 
drawing himself up, he slowly uttered, ‘‘ Bu such 
hi,”?(‘* enough—it is true.’’) 

** You acknowledge, then, that you have sinned 
unconsciously? That every thing being filled with 
animalculz, invisible to the naked eye, you can 
neither eat nor drink without committing a crime ?”’ 

The abashed Hindvo bowed. 

‘**Shall I show you how full of smilar insects 
every drop of water is?”’ 

“« No! I have seen enough?” 

** Do you desire farther proof ?”? 

**] have a favor to ask.’’ 

** What isit? If I can, I will 

‘*Give me your microscope. 
give it me.” 

Clarke paused for a moment, for he had that 
morning paid ten gunineas for it; and, being a 
poor man, he could ill afford to part with it. But, 
as the Indian was urgent, almost to entreaty, he at 
length consented, (especially as he thought the 


nt it.” 
cannot buy it; 


other would afford him in return some curiosity of 


equal value, ) and presented it fo him. 

The Brahmin took it, gave one look of triumph 
round the hall, and suddenly raising his arm, dash- 
ed it into a thousand atoms on the marble floor. 

** What do you mean by this ?”’ exclaimed Clarke 
in undisguised astonishment. 

‘*Tt means, sir Christian ;”? replied the Hindoo 
in a cold, grave tone, ‘‘ it means that I was a hap- 
py, a good, a proud man. By means of yonder 
instrument you have robbed me of all future hap- 
piness. You have condemned me to descend to 
my grave wretched and miserable.” 

With these words the unfortunate Brahmin quit- 
ted the ball, and soon after retired up the country. 





SHAKSPEARE DEMOLISHED. 





The following tirade is from an old newspaper, 
where it is credited to ‘‘ Secretary Tompkins on 
the novel of Woodstock.’’ The great dramatic 
poet has seldom found so violent an antagonist as 
this, who lays the grossest sins to his charge with 
an unsparing hand. The admirers of Shakspeare 
will marvel at the fellow’s insolence. 


** Here is the king and high priest of those vices 
and follies! Here is he whom men profanely call 
nature’s miracle! Here is he whom princes choose 
for their cabinet keeper, and whom maids of ho- 
nor take for their bed-fellow! Here is the prime 
teacher of fine-word foppery and folly. On thee, 
William Shakspeare, | charge whatever of such 
lawless idleness and immodest folly hath defiled 
the land since thy day! Verily I say, that since 
the devil fell from heaven, he never wanted angels 
on earth—yet nowhere hath he met with a wizard 
having such infinite power over men’s souls as this 
pestilent fellow Shakspeare. Seeks a wife a foul 
example for adultery, here she shall find it. Or, 
would a man know how to train his fellow-mur- 
derer, here he shall find cage: * Would a lady 
marry a heathen negro, she shall have chronicled 
example for it. ould any scorn at his maker, 
he shall be furnished with a jest in this book. 
Would he defy his brother in flesh, he shall be ac- 
commodated with a challenge. Would you be 
drunk, Shakspeare shall cheer you with a cup. 
Would you p —_ in sensual pleasures, he will 
soothe you to indulgence as with the lascivious 
sounds of the lute. This I say, this book is the 
well-head and source of all those evils which over- 
run the land like a torrent, making men scoffers, 
doubters, deniers, murderers, make-bates, and 
lovers of the wine-pot; haunting unclean places, 
and sitting — at the exeniag eee Away with 
him, away with him, men of England; to Tophet 
with his wicked book, and to the vale of Hinnom 
with his accursed bones!’ , 





THE BALL OF THE BEARS. ° 


As Stanislaus Augustus, the last king of Poland, 
was a tool of Russia, and did not enjoy any con- 





sideration, the Polish grandees played him many 
tricks.—Price Radziwill came to court ina car- 
riage darwn by six wild bears; the horses, of course, 
were extremely frightened; in consequence of 
which some accidents happened. The king pointed 
out to the prince the improprety of his conduct. 
Radziwill added, that the bears were not so cross, 
as whip, gold, and patience can put in order every 
thing. He added also, that sometimes the ace 
beats the king at cards, and paid liberally the dam- 
ages. After some time, he gave a splendid party, 
to which he invited all the ambassadors, and all the 
leading personages in Poland, and displayed ex- 
traordinary luxury. The dancing was kept up in 
several drawing rooms. After the supper, he con- 
ducted a select party to a separte apartment; where 
to their astonishment, they found four girls of un- 
common beauty, richly dressed, in company not 
with four gentlemen, but with four enormous bears! 
which after the first outbreak of the music, began 
to dance with the girls all the figures of French 
quadrilies, with the utmost accuracy, and with as 
much ease as if ney were highly educated gen- 
tlemen. At first the guests were alarmed; but, 
pesieg the extraordinary tameness of the beasts, 
struck with amazement, they seemed to have been 
pleased with this extraordinary sight. After the 
dance was over, their bearships conducted them- 
selves with the utmost propriety, and, ata si 
from the keeper, each of them made a bow to his 
lady, and withdrew to another room. For some 
time, nothing was talked of at Warsaw but that 
singular ball.—Arasinsh’s History of the Polish 
Aristocracy. 








CRATER OF THE VOLCANO OF HAWAII. 





It is an immense pit, ene thousand feet deep, and 
six miles in circuit, with perpendicular walls, ex- 
cept at one point, where it is reached by a deep 
descent, and the whole of this vast cauldron full of 
boiling, bubbling, and spouting lava. The surface 
at one moment as black as ink, and the next ex- 
hibiting rivers, and pools, and jets of a hideous 
blood-red fluid, that was sometimes thrown up to 
a height of fifty or sixty feet, and fell back witha 
sullen plashing that was indescribably awful. The 
aspect of the whole was hellish—no other term can 
express it. By night it was grand beyond descrip- 
tion. The frequent lightings up, the hissings, and 
deep muttering explosions reminded me of some 
great city in flames, where there were magazines 
of gunpowder or mines continually ex Joding. 
Vesuvius is tame in comparison with tt. ust pre- 
vious to my visit the lava had burst out at a new 
place, about six miles north-east of the crater, and 
flowed down to the sea in a stream of forty miles 
in length by from one to seven in breadth. 1 saw 
the light one hundred miles off. It reached the sea 
in five days; threw up three hills of from one hun- 
dred and twenty to two hundred and fifty feet high; 
gained two thousand feet out seaward irom the old 
line of coast by three-fourths of a mile in width, 
and heated the water for fifteen miles on either 
side to such an extent that the fishes were heaped 
up in myriads on the shore, scalded to death, Its 
falling into the sea was accompanied with tremen- 
dous hissings, and detonations like constant dis- 
charges of heavy artillery, distinctly heard at Hilo, 
twenty minutes distant. 





RUSSIAN DOVES. 





The Russians, as every body knows, do not eat 
pigeons, which, as the dove is the representative 
of the Holy Ghost, they would consider it a hein- 
ous sin to do; and therefore, they buy these birds 
merely to feed them, to play with them, and to 
amuse themselves with watching their flight. It 
is a truly interesting sight to see the Russian shop 
keeper directing the flight of those birds at everso 
great a height. For this purpose, he merely fas- 
tens bits of rags to a long stick, and waving it 
about in various ways indicates to the well-school- 
ed birds whether they are to fly higher, whether to 
the right or left, or whether it is intended that they 
should come down, in which case they descend as 
instantaneously as if they were shot. 
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FAIR OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 





We have noticed in our review of the articles in 
this large collection of the arts only those which 
possess some practical utility, or which evince 
uncommon powers of industry or mechanical ge- 
nius, while we observe that the papers generally 
give long notices of small and useless works of 
fancy. This may do for their readers, but not for 
ours, as the inventions and improvements we par- 
ticularise are such as mechanics are anxious to see, 
either to guide some original ideas of their own, 
or to learn what is doing among their fellow me- 
chanics elsewhere; and this, all will admit is the 
most important information we can communicate, 
and consequently form our reasons for devoting so 
large a space to the subject. 





OUR FREE INTERESTS. 





It is not often that man persists in a course 


owe to yourselves, to each other and to the world. 
One word more—be not blind to your interests if 
placed before you, nor like the sanguine son of 
Erin who came to America as he supposed to a 
second Eden, where every thing could be had at 
the least for the asking, and on landing from his 
ship did not trouble himself to stoop to» pick up a 
half-dollar he saw lying there, exclaiming as he 
passed, ‘‘when I come to the guineas, sure, ’t is 
time enough to fill me pockets.” 





FLOATING ISLANDS. 





The last National Intelligencer contains an ac- 
count, taken from an English paper, of a floating 
island in Derwent lake, near Keswick, in Eng- 
land. It is considered a most extraordinary phe- 
nomenon, and has appeared no less than thirteen 
times in the last forty years, rising usually at the 
distance of about one hundred and fifty yards from 
the land, where the mean depth of the water is 
about six feet. It made its appearance about the 
first of last month (Sept.) and is still visible. One 
fact, and one which may be of importance in ac- 
counting jor the appearance, is that it has never 
risen only in those months during which the heat 
is most intense, viz: July, August and September. 
Its dimensions are variable, sometimes containing 
about half an acre, at others only a few perches, 
but extending under water in a gradual slope to a 
much greater distance. The thickness is neatly 
uniform, the surface covered with sub-marine 


which is directly at variance with, or subversive | plants, such as cover the bottom of the lake, under 
of his true interests. Neverthe case, with a rea-! which is a soft earth, apparently deposited by the 


sonable man. Men may indeed sacrifice their 
lives in the prosecution of a good cause, although 
at variance with their worldly interests, but there 
are interests superior to those. The spirit which 
animates the warm-hearted reformer, may throw 
aside ali considerations of personal interest to pro- 
mote the interests and welfare of others; such a 
course is his true interest. Such a course is the 
correct one for him to pursue; no circumstances 
however adverse in their character should turn him 
aside from what he considers his duty. When- 
ever personal or temporal interests conflict with 
general or superior good, the former should in all 
cases be relinquished. On the other hand when 
they do not conflict with the general welfare or 
superior good they should in all cases be followed. 
Man’s true interests, however, can do neither. It 
is incumbent upon him to follow their dictates, 
and he has no more right to refuse to do so than 
he has to take his own life. The principle in 
either case is the same. If a man therefore, af.- 
ter inquiry and deliberation has determined in his 
own mind what his true interests are, he should al- 
low nothing to turn him from carying them out. 
No consideration of whatever character, political 
or otherwise, should be allowed to weigh in the 
balance. No question of expediency, no personal 
prejudice, no specious sophistry, no pliancy to 
friendship or persuasion, no vision of unknown 
good should deter man from following steadily, 
upholding firmly, and openly retaining his true in- 
terests. Mechanics, bear your own interests in 
mind and be cautious lest you let slip a positive 
good which does promote your true interests, to 
follow un unreal phantom, an uncertain good, or to 
gratify any prejudice, however old or cherished it 
may be. Act politically and socially for the promo- 
tion of your true interests, for this is a duty you 





water, a few inches in thickness, and the rest is a 
stratum of loose peat earth, about siz feet in thick- 
ness, which rises from a bed of very fine soft clay. 
The phenomenon is accounted for by supposing 
that the gases, generated either under this mass or 
interspersed through it, becoming rarified during 
the hot months, till the whole is lighter than the 
water, and, as a consequence, rises. When the 
gas escapes, which it must do in a month or two, 
the island sinks again. This is the manner in 
which the matter is accounted for in the long des- 
cription before us. 

Remarkable as this floating island may be, it is 
scarcely more so than one of a similar description 
in Clinton county, in this state. Several years 
since, Rev. J. W. B. Wood, a gentleman of an in- 
quiring turn of mind, and then residing not many 
miles distant, made a visit to the spot, and his ac- 
count was published in the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, of New York city. 

The lake in which the island is found lies in a 
deep gorge or rotten gulf of high table mountain, 
equally noted through the surrounding country for 
its “‘ buckle berries” and its raftle snakes, and 
called the Flat Rock. The water of this lake is 
yery deep, and the island differs from the one 
above described in constantly floating. In fact, a 
number of pines were growing on it at the time of 
the visit of Mr. Wood, some of which were five or 
six inches in diameter. The surface is covered 
with the productions peculiar to marshy grounds, 
and though the soil is so soft that a sharpened pole 
may be thrust completely through, yet stray cattle 
have been discovered upon it at various times. 
Strictly speaking it is not an island but a peninsu- 
la, and this will explain the apparent inconsistency 
contained in the last sentence. However, that the 
peninsula, or island, (whatever the reader may 


please to term it,) floats, and is disconnected 
from the bottom, is demonstrated from the fact 
that the wind will cause it to change its position, 
varying some days many rods from the preceding. 
Were the isthmus, that acts as an anchor, severed, 
it would undoubtedly float off, with trees for sails, 
a complete floating island. 

That the statement of Mr. Wood is correct, from 
the known character that gentleman has always 
sustained, cannot be doubted. If any further con- 
firmation be necessary, it can easily be given. 
The writer of this article has conversed with seve- 
ral, who confirm the statement from their own 
knowledge. 





PROF. MORSE’S MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 





This important discovery has been, at least in 
name, long before the public. Its merits have also 
been discussed, and, by all those who were able to 
appreciate those merits, as generally approved. 
The Prof. was politely invited to Europe some 
years since, by crowned heads, or the heads of 
their cabinets, and, as with all such heads, great 
promises were made and flattering interest mani- 
fested; but, up to the present time, no arrange- 
ments have been made in Europe to bring forth 
the discovery to a fair trial, which was all the 
Prof. desired, to test the utility and superiority of 
his telegraph over others since discovered. Means, 
coupled with the manifest reluctance of the Ame- 
rican people to interest themselves in scientific ex- 
periments, have also been wanting in this country 
to test fully the applicability and importance of 
this valuable discovery. But it would seem that 
there is now a determination with the Prof. and 
some friends of science to place the subject fairly 
before the public; yet, since Mr. Morse invented 
his telegraph, there has not been wanting those, 
as might have been expected, (especially in Eng- 
land,) who would lay claim to the discovery in 
question. A Mr. Wheatstone, of London, has 
boldly come forward as the inventor of this tele- 
graph, or something so near it as to appear at least 
to entitle him to the credit of originality, Of this 
latter merit the Prof., with his usual urbanity and 
libe:al feeling, has no desire to deprive Mr. W.,; 
but, of priority in the invention, he is unwilling to 
yield the palm, as he could not do without palpa- 
ble injustice to himself, notwithstanding the bold 
assumptions of the trans-Atlantic claimant. 

To place this beyond controversy, and to do an 
act of simple justice to our talented countryman, 
we ought to mention, in this connection, a fact 
which will at once settle the question in the mind 
of every honorable man, both here and in Europe. 
The Prof., whilst in Londona few years since, ob- 
tained an interview with Mr. Wheatstone, and 
frankly inquired of him at what time he invented 
his magnetic telegraph. Mr, W. told him that it 
was in the year 1836, but that he had thought of, if 
he had not matured it, in his own mind, some time 
before. ‘‘ Well, Mr. Wheatstone,’’ inquired the 
Prof., “at what time did you think of the plan or 
invention?” To this inquiry he received .the,em- 
phatic reply that it was in 1835. ‘‘ Now, since 
you have stated your own time,” responded the 
Prof., ‘‘ I have to assure you that I invented the 
magnetic telegraph in 1832; so that you will rea- 
dily see, Mr. W., that I could not have been. in- 
debted to you for my invention, or for a hint upon 





the subject, as has been unjustly alleged.”’ 
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The period of invention claimed by the Prof. is 
placed beyond a doubt by the numerous scientific 
men then familiar with the fact and with him about 
the time, and by its public announcement soon af- 
terwards. 

A distinguished German writer, well acquainted 
with the history of this subject, especially in his 
own country, where the first experiments and dis- 
coveries were made, refers to that of the earliest 
date in that country, which was in 1832; so that 
whatever the claims set up by others may be, 
Prof. Morse was cotemporaneous with the very 
earliest discoverers, with which fact he could not 
have been acquainted. Indeed, it was only within 
a few months past that he was informed of it by 
meeting accidentally with the work alluded to. In 
addition to this, aml still more recently, he has 
met with an account of the discovery of Mr.Wheat- 
stone, if, in truth, he is entitled to that credit, writ- 
ten by Mr. W. himeelf, in which he claims to have 
invented his telegraph in 1837! Thus, then, the 
question of priority is fully established in favor of 
our countryman. We have been particular in no- 
ticing the facts in the case, not only from a sense 
of justice to a distinguished scientific friend, but 
from a conviction of its importance in the history 
of American discoveries in science. 

Of the practical utility and great value of Prof. 
Morse’s magnetic telegraph we are well convinced, 
but we add the opinion of others—a committee of 
the Am. Institute—fully sustaining our own, and 
bearing merited testimony in favor of the expecta- 
tions of the Prof. and his friends. 


ELECTRO MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 


The undersigned, the committee of arts and sci- 
ences of the American Institute, respectfully 
Report, That by virtue of the power of adding to 
their numbers, they called to their aid the gentlemen 
whose names are hereunto annexed, with those of the 
original members of the committee, and proceeded to 
examine Prof. Morse’s Electro Magnetic Telegraph. 
Having investigated the scientific principles on 
which it is founded, inspected the mechanism on 
which these principles are brought into practical ope- 
ration, and seen the instruments in use in the trans- 
mission and return of various messages, they have 
come to the conclusion that it is admirably adapted 
to the purposes for which it is intended, being capa- 
ble of forming words, numbers and sentences, nearly 
as fast as they can be wriiten in ordinary characters, 
and of transmitting them to great distances with a 
velocity equal to that of light. They therefore beg 
leave to recommend the Telegraph of Mr. Morse for 
such testimonials of the approbation of the American 
Institute as may in its judgment be due to a most im- 
tant practical application of high science, brought 
into successful operation by the exercise of much me- 
chanical skill and ingenuity. All which is respect- 
fully submitted. 
' (Signed) Jas. Renwick, Chairman. 
Jno. W. Draren, 
Jas. R. Cuitton, 
Ww. H. Etter, 
Epwarp Ciark, 
G. C, SCHAEFFER, 
New York, Sept. 12th, 1842. 


Committee. 





BANKRUPT LAW. 


A correspondent thus writes of the bearing of 
the law in some cases: ‘‘I see by bankrupt no- 
tices that our friend —— is among the applicants. 
Thope the law will be productive of more good 
than evil; but it is rather aggravating that men 
who all their lives have robbed others of a living, 
who dress in the highest fashion and despise labor, 
should thus openly rob and be considered any bet- 
ter than many who are serving their term in state 
ptison; yét are they exhonorated by law from 
paying their honest debts when they are persump- 








tive heirs to fortune; but as it is difficult to make 
laws of which rogues cannot take the advantage I 
suppose we must submit to these things with as 
good grace as possible. 





Swart Trape.—Barrow in his tourin Lom- 
bardy, Tyfol &c, speaking of the city of Ulm, 
says it ‘“‘has not much traffic, the principal exports, 
as I understood, being snails, which are bred and 
fattened, and of which many millions are annually 
sent into Germany and other Catholic countries in 
Lent, where they are esteemed a great delicacy.” 





Sitx Worms.—The chief manufrctures of Mi- 
lan, says Barrow, are silk and iron: of the former 
there are several establishments, and the culture of 
the mulberry is in consequence very extensive. 
Raumer quotes the following curious fact from 
Berger’s books :—‘‘24,000 eggs of the silk worm 
weigh a quarter of an ounce; the worm lives from 
forty-five to fifty-three days; increases his weight 
in thirty days 9500 folds, and during the last 
twenty-eight days of his life eats nothing. For 739 
lbs. of mulberry leaves, 70 Ibs. of cocoons are ob- 
tained; 100 lbs. of cocoons give 84 lbs. of spun 
silk; and one pound of cocoons will produce a 
single thread of 88,000 fathoms in length.” 





Min eRAL Sprines.—The following account 
of a new mineral spring we cut from the Portland 
Bulletin. 


“They have discovered a mineral spring in the 
vicinity of Petersburgh, Va., which bids fair to out- 
vie the celebrated White Sulphur. The following 


analysis of its waters has been made by Dr. Bolus of 
Philadelphia. 
Pulverized junk bottles, 10 grains. 
Oxhide of shoe leather, 15 
Carbonate of brick bats, 9 


Muriate of gun flints, 11 


It will be perceived from the above analysis, that 
the waters will either act as an emetic or cathartic. 
The water has been known to cure several cases of 
baldness, and is considered a certain remedy for cross- 
eyes.” 


One of our worthy editorial contemporaries, who 
publishes a hebdomadal not fifty miles from one 
of the fashionable watering places in Saratoga 
county, made, once upon a time, the discovery of 
a mineral spring. Not being a chemist, he of 
course tasted the water, and pronounced it ‘‘ genu- 
ine spring water.” He tasted again, eureka, 
**it is, it is !’? What the spring turned out to 
be in the end we shall not say—but the openings 
of sewers and drains do sometimes look much, 
very much, like springs. How the water tastes 
we must confess we cannot say—never tried it. 
How does it coz? 





Tosacco 1n EnGLanpd.—At a lime when the 
British are smarting under our recent tariff law, 
we are a little suprised to see the following appli- 
cation. 


The American Chamber of Commere of Liverpool 
has addressed a memorial to the government respect- 
ing the heavy duties on tobacco. The memorialists 
present that an immense amount of tobacco is sent 
into the country, and that, if the duty were lowered, 
the revenue would not lose, as the consumption would 
increase and the expense of protecting the revenue 
would be lessened. 

As the British government is engaged in a glo- 
rious war for the purpose of forcing her opium up- 
on the celestials, she ought to listen with grace to 
so conscientions a petition from American tobacco 
merchants for increasing the consumption of to- 
bacco among her subjects. 





———_. 


Coau Vesseirs.—The Bangor Courier says 
that *‘ there is a great scarciety of small vessels at 
the present time to transport coal to eastern ports. 
Many are needed on the Schuylkill.” Then get up 
a couple of iron steamers, you down east yankees, 
for they’ll do the work of a fleet of your smal 
vessels. They wait neither for wind nor tide, but 
go like a hurricane directly into port while a sail 
craft is waiting for a breeze. 





A QUESTION FOR THE SCIENTIFIC. 





Will a jet of water from a pipe 2 inches in di- 
ameter rise as high as one from a tube 10 inches 
in diameter, provided the head of water is the same 
in both instances? Or will the jet from the tube 
10 inches in diameter, rise the highest; and if 80, 
or the contrary, for what cause? THEORY. 





QUESTIONING CANDIDATES. 





The committee who were appointed by the State 
Association, to interrogate candidates for state of- 
fices, have addressed letters, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy, to the candidates for governor and 
lieut. governor, of each political party. The re- 
ply of Mr. Bradish is the only one which has yet 
been received by the committee, and is subjoined, 
in pursuance of the resolution. 


Ataany, Oor. Sru, 1842. 
Dear Sir—The undersigned were appointed a comm.ttee, under 
a resolution of the annual meeting of the New York State Mecha- 
nic Associatinn, to interrogate all candidates for state offices that 
might be put forward by each political party, for the suffrages of 
their fellow citizens, with regard to their opinions on the state pri- 
son labor question, and what their action will be thereon if elect- 
ed to office We, therefore, present the following simple interro- 
gatories, and respectfully request your reply, at an early date. 
Ist. Are you in favor of the employment of convicts in the me- 
chanical trades in our state prisans ? 
2d, Will you co-cperate with the state legislature in the adop- 
tion of any proper measures which they may see fit, for the modi- 


fication or abvlition of the preseut system, or approve of any feasi- 


bie plan for the employment of the convicts in the mining districts 
of our state ? 
We are, sir, yours very respectfully, 
Jot. Monsett, 
KF. B. Stasor, 
A. Wuirrey, 
Wuuas Hawe, 
Committee. 
° Aany, O or, 25rn, 1812, 

Gentlemen—I have been favored with your letter, communicat- 
ing a resolution of the New York State Mech A i q 
together with sundry interrogatories in relation to state prison |a- 
bor, prepared aud presented in pursuance thereof. 

A temporary absence from the city bas prevented an earlier and 
due acknowledgement of your letter. Having heretofore had oc- 
casion to express my opinion on the subject of interrogating can- 
didates for office, on particular topics, on the eve of elections; and 
my opinion on that subject remaining unchanged, | beg leave hero 
to refer you to its expression, on the occasion alluded to, as pre- 
senting my present views upon the subject. 

“ [ entertain strong doubts of the general utility of the practice 
of thus interrogating candidates for public office on the eve of an 
election. Ioterrogatories tbus formally pat, and explicitly aoswer- 
ed, notwithstanding any disclaimer, must still operate, in some de- 
gree, asa pledge; and thus, by prejadging a matter of possible 
future official action, if not limit, at least embarrass the future free 
use of that discretion which is essential to a safe and salutary ex- 
ercise of delegated power, and to the most efficient discharge of 
official duty. This practice, too, and the answers given u it, 
may sometimes expose candidates to unfavorable icions, which 
are often, doubtless, as unjust as they are entevorebie. It would 
seem to be, in general, the better way to derive the opinions of 
candidates upon any particular subjects, from their uniform course 
in relation to those matters, if, as 
ready called to act upon them; , if new candidates, from their 
known characters aud general opinions.”’ 

Although such is my opinion upon this subject, and I might, in 
an ordinary case, feel restrained by it from any more particular 
answer to such a communication, yet I may be permitted to say, 
generally, on this occesion, as [| most ully do, that I am now, 
as I bave ever been, in favor of such an administration of the go- 
vernment of the state as acts with a due and just regard to all the 
interests within its jurisdiction, and to be affected by it, whether 
they be public or private, and that, in whatever situation 1 may 
be place«d, or called to act, I shall hereafter, as I have done here- 
tofore, most willingly co-operate in any modification or reforin of 
our penitentiary system, that, while it shall more effectually se- 
cure the great and beneficent public ends of that system, will 
more fuliy protect private rights, and divest the system itself of 
the ets pwrersegs to which it may be justly obnoxious, especially in 
regard to the i h ti 





blic men, they have been al- 





and of that numerous, ta- 
- ont valuable class of our fellow citizens, the mechanics of New 
ork. 
With of respect, I remain, 
_ Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
‘ L. BRADISH. 


To Messrs. Joo! Mansell, E. B. Slason, A. Whitney, and Wil- 
liam Hawe, Committee. P " 








———— 
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SrATE prison Sratistics.—That celebra- 
ed financier, Monroe Edwards was matriculated at 
he state institution on Tuesday last, and with his 
mmediate predecessor, Otis Allen, is employed in 








arpet weaving. ‘There have been twenty-four 
graduates at Sing Sing during the present month, 
tho are doubtless accomplished mechanics, and 
sill aid materially in raising the moral character 
of the class in which they have been trained to 
move hereafter! The total number engaged in 
that establishment at present is 730 males and 74 
females. 





Home Leacue Convention.—The anni- 
versary convention of the United States Home 
League took place in New York on the 13th inst. 
We have received the official report of the pro- 
ceedings, and shall publish the resolutions next 
week. The inquiry is frequently made of us, 
what is the Home League? These resolution em- 
body the objects and principles of the association, 
which is composed of the adherents of both parties, 
who disclaim all partizan considerations in con- 
nection with this institution. 





SYNOPSIS OF NEWS, ETC. 





A British paper says, that while an elderly, mat- 
ron in Stewart was sitting at her spining wheel, and 
occasionally noticing the gambols of a young kitten, 
for which she had a particular regard, a large ha wk 
darted in at the open window, pounced upon the kit- 
ten, and, to the no small gricf and astonishment of its 
owner, bore it awayas a prize! 

One establishment in New York employs over five 
hundred females in the making of shirt collars alone. 

Sombody says that a piece of block tin, or pewter, 
b:ing rabbed on arazor strap, prepares it to produce a 
finer and keener edge, than the best metalic paste in 
use. 

The year 1792 gave birth to two of our most distin- 
guished statesmen—one a Whig and the other a Dem- 
oerat—Daniel Webster, and Martin Van Buren—one 
a native of the Granite, and the other of the Empire 
State. One has been clevated tothe highest ollice 
in the gift of the people, the other deserves to be. 
—Transcript. 

A locomotive made at the Auburn prison, is in use 
on the Attica Railroad. 

The Congress of New Grenada, has withdrawn 
from the English and French the exclusive privilege 
of connecting the Atlantic and Pacific by a canal at 
Panama, and thrown it open fo the competition of the 
world. Now for Yankee enterprize! 

We always treat our thoughts as we do pigs—i. e. 
we pen them. 

A large furnace is erected at the Washington navy 
yard, for the purpose of testing the qualities of yari- 
ous kinds of coal in this country. The navy com- 
missioners invite specimens from all interested in 
coal mines. 

Counterfeit half eagles are in circulation in the city 
of New York. 

The number of bricks manufactured in Philadel. 
phia and vicinity this year is more than 7,000,000 less 
than last year, when 58,630,000 were turned out. 

In the state of New York there are 14,111 profes- 
sional men, or one to every 172 of the population. 
In New Hamphsire there are one to every 122 of the 
popniation, and throughout the six eastern states 
there is an average of one professional man to every 
195 of the population. This great preponderancy of 
professions over and above the wants of society is 
witnessed in every state in the Union. Even in the 
hew territories of Wisconsin and Iowa, the propor- 
tion of professions is greater than in any of the 
Btates, it being one to every 119 persons, so that it 
would seem that the avenues which a new country 
might be supposed to open, are already filled to over- 
lowing. 

The Philadelphia correspondent of the Journal of 
Yommerce says:—The Franklin Institute which is 
1ow holding it biennial exhibition in this city, at the 
lower room of the Philadelphia Museum, and for the 
occupation of which it pays $600 for eleven days ex- 





hibition, I fear is not likely to realize any very large 
amount of profit, though the display on the whole is 
probably equal to any ever before held here. The 
expectation on the part of the managers was, and it 
maybe still their hope, that the aggregate sum re- 
ceived would reach $5000! But from present indica- 
tions I think it will not much exceed half the money. 
Should this prove correct, the expenses attendant on 
getting it up and maintaining it, will pretty much use 
up all profits. All who value the advancement of 
Americam enterprise and skill must regret this. 


The universalists have in the United States and ter- 
ritories, 1 general convention, 1 historical society, 13 
state conventions, 62 associations, 918 societies, 577 
meeting houses, and 576 preachers. 

During the past year, the denomination has gained 
I state convention, 3 associations, 53 societies, 46 
meeting houses, and 48 preachers. 

In the state of New York, universalists have 1 state 
convention, | Jiterary institution, 15 associations, 230 
societies, 136 meeting houses, and 133 preachers. 
Showing an increase during ¢ past winter of 12 so- 
cicties, 15 meeting houses and 23 preachers. 

We learn from the Presbyterian almanac for 1843, 
that there are attached to this branch of the Presby- 
terians (old school) 1399 ministers, 140,463 commu- 
nicants (exclusive of 4 Presbyteries nut reported,) 
and 2025 churches. 

At Limoges, in France, has lately been discovered 
a manuscript of the 16th century, in which is detailed 
the ancient mode of enamel painting. The manu- 
script has been sent to the great porcelain factory at 
Serves, and great hopes are entertained of its also 
giving some valuable hints on. the od manner of 
painting glass, 

On the morning of the 24th September, a fire broke 
out in Liverpool, which destroyed buildings and pro- 
perty to an estimated amount of near two and a half 
millien of dollars. 

An illustration of the immensity of the cotton trade 
is afforded by the fact that the destruction of 35,000 
or 40,000 bales by the great fire in Liverpool, produc- 
ed no effect upon prices. 

The New Orleans Bulletin says: the funds intend- 
ed for purchases of cotton, begins now to arrive direct 
from Europe, the ship Georgiana, Cpt. Toole, from 
Liverpool, bringing $50,000 in specie, to J. O. Jolin- 
son and Co, , 

$72,501 in specie arrived at New York on Saturday 
from Vera Cruz, in the bark Enginia. Also, as pas- 
senger, general Almote, Mexican minister to the U. 
S., and several attaches. 

We omitted to say last week, that the entire wood- 
en building on the brink ofthe falls, at Rochester, 
occupied as a saw mill, planing machine and pail and 
pump factories, was destroyed by fire, Thursday eve- 
ning, 13th. The building was filled with dried lum. 
ber and other combustible materials, and burnt with 
a rapidity and fierceness that for a while baffled all 
the energies of the fire department. The following 
is as near as we learn the particulars. 

Seth C Jones—loss on building and machinery, 
$9,000—insured 60U0. 

Donner & Howland—Planing Machine. $800. Isaiah 
Bunker—Pail Factory, $1000. 

——Gay, Pump Factory, $1,500, making a total of 
over $12,000. 

The furnace of S. Traver and the extensive iron 
works of 8. Briggs were slightly injured and were 
only saved from total destruction by the proximity of 
water and the well directed exertions of the fire de- 
partment. The fire, we learn originated by the fric- 
tion of the machinery. 


In the town of Zabiageuss, Wurtemburg, there is a 
new printing establishment opened by M. Theodore 
Helgerad. All the compositors and pressmen are 
deaf and dumb, to the amount of 196, 11 of whom are 
women. They have all been educated at his own 
cost for the employment in which they are now en- 
gaged. The king has conferred upon him a large 
gold medal for this great reclamation from the social 
and moral waste. 


Tar for greesing waggons we think an absurd arti- 
cle. In the hottest weather it soon gums up and be- 
comes adhesive, and in cold weather is always so. 
Wherever iron axle-trees are used, black lead mixed 
with grease is best, or flour mixed with lard. 

Mr. Burden of Troy has recovered $700,00 dam- 
ages of Corning and others, ata recent term, for an 
infringement of his patent for making spikes. 

Ohio has 10 colleges, and 80 academies and gram- 
mar schools, with 500 students; and about 5,200 pri- 
mary and common schools, with about 220,000 schol. 
ars. 


Those who have visited the burial ground at New 
Haven, will be gratified to Jearn that $16,000 have 
been appropriated to beautify that sacred enlosure, 
by surrounding it with an iron fence, bordering it with 
shrubbery &c. 

On Sseareay last the Steam Millat Clyde, N. Y, 
with a large Warehouse adjoining, were completely 
destroyed. The origin of the fire is unknown. 

Mr. A. Salisbury, of Phelps, is the principal suff- 
erer. The actual loss is supposed to be about $3,500 
and no insurance, 





SCALE OF EDUCATION IN THE U.STATES. 





From the census recently completed by the gen- 
eral government, we make out the following inter- 
esting table, exhibiting a comparative view of the 
number of white persons over 20 years of age, in 
the different states, who cannot read or write. 


Connecticut, 1 to every 563) Mississippi, 1 to every 20 
Vermont, ~ 3] Delaware, —- 18 
New Hampshire, ‘ 310|Indiana, - 418 
Massachusetts, ‘ 166|South Carolina, ‘ 17 
Maine, ‘* (108) Minois, “4 17 
Michigan, ‘'  97\Missouri, “ 16 
Khode Island, ‘*  67| Alabama, fA 16 
New Jersey, ‘*  58)Kentacky, 1383 
New York. ‘*  56|Georgia, Me 13 
Pennsylvania, ‘* 50) Virginia, o. Is 

Ohio, ‘* 43) Arkansas, ee 

Louisana, *¢ 323/Tennessee, 7 11 
Maryland, **  271N. Carolina, aA 








MARRYED—In Gallupsville, on the 25th inst., by the Rev. 
Mr. Wright, Mr. W. H. Tirrany, of Westerlo, to Miss Ma. 
RaNDA Tompxins, of the former place. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS, 








We beg leave to insinuate to those who have not 
yet forwarded the money on their sybscriptions, that 
payments of that sort are still acceptable, and recom- 
mend to their consideration the propriety of speedy 
remittances, which may be made through the mail, 
Postmasters will forward the money free of expense. 
Don’t delay! 

All letters and communications intended for this 
paper must be post paid to secure attention. 





AGENTS WANTED. 





Mechanics out of employment may find it a paying 
business to solicit subscribers for this paper in their 
vicinities and among their friends. Applications, post 
paid, directed to this office will meet with attention; 
they should be accompanied by certificates of charac- 
ter and responsibility. 

The following local agents are authorised to) re- 
ceive subscriptions and money for this paper. 

Messrs. Wells & Webb, 42 Ann st. New York. 

G. H. Osborne, bookseller, Poughkeepsie. 

James Hegeman, 274 River street, Troy, 

James Edgerton, West Troy. 

T. 8. Hawks, Buffalo. 

Luther Moore, Rochester. 

Morris Hemiup, Geneva. 

Thomas Roach, Utica. 

William Burton, Cohoes. 

The officers of mechanic associations, and the 
delegates to the recent State Convention will also act 
as agents in forwarding subscriptions and money. 





MPLOYMENT WANTED.—A widow, three small 
children, in destitute cire ts doskrous tobechsane 





ployment, She is a dress and corset maker and 

ot wapilet eae fovels tehoeed jor’ rh of the Gees 

at. ors her 

fally received. os 

WEAVER & RICHARDSON, Umbrelins and Parasols 
made, d and ired, in’ 3 





ble style, at No. 66 Greee street, Albany, 
ye aT N. B. Umb Tien ean be ftx sled tw ome 
short notice. 
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MISCELLANY. 





THE RETORT. 
Old Birch, who taught a village school 
Wedded a maid of homespun habit ; 
He was stubborn as a mule, 
And she was playful as a rabbit. 
Poor Kate had scarce become a wife, 
Before her husband sought to make her 
The pink of country-polished life, 
And prim and formal as a quaker. 


One day the tutor went abroad, 
And simple Kitty sadly miss’d him ; 
When he returned, behind her lord 
She slyly stole and fondly ki him! 
The husband’s anger rose!—and red 
And white his face alternate grew! 
* Less freedon, ma’am !—Kate sighed and said, 
© Oh dear! I didn’t know it was you!” 


STATISTICS OF MUSCULAR POWER. 


Man has the power of imitating almost every 
motion but that of flight. To effect these be has, 
in maturity and health, 60 bones in his head, 60 in 
his thighs and legs, 62 in his arms and hands, and 
67 in his trnnk. He has also, 434 muscles. His 
heart makes 64 pulsations in a minute, and there- 
fore 3,840 inan hovr—92,160 inaday. There are 
also three complete circulations of his blood in the 
space of an hour. In respect to the comparative 
speed of animated beings and of impelled bodies, 
it way be remarked that size and construction 
seem to have little influence—nor has comparative 
strength; though one body giving any quantity of 
motion to another is said to lose so much of its 
own. The sloth is by no means a small animal, 
and yet it can travel only fifty paces a day, a worm 
crawls only five inches in fifty seconds: but a lady- 
bird can fly twenty million times its own length in 
less than an hour. An elk can run a mile and a 
half in 7 minutes; an antelope a mile in a minute; 
the wild mule of Tartary has a speed even greater 
than that; an eagle can fly 18 leagues an hour; 
and a Canary falcon can even reach 250 leagues in 
the short space of 18 hours. A violent wind tra- 
vels 60 miles in an hour; sound, 1,142 English feet 
in a second. 


ROMANCE OF REAL LIFE. 

Some years ago, says a foreign journal, the cap- 
tain of a corsair carried off the wife of a poor 
wood-cutter residing in the neighborhood of Nissi- 
na. Afler detaining her for several months on 
board his vessel, he landed her on an island in the 
South Seas, wholy regardless of what might befal 
her. It happened that the woman was presented 
to the savage monarch of the island, who became 
enamoured of her. He made her his wife, placed 
her on the throne, and at his death left her the sole 
sovereign of his domains. By a European vessel 
which recently touched at the island, the poor 
wood-cutter has received intelligence of his wife. 
She sent him presents of such vast value, that he 
will probably be one of the wealthiest individuals 
in Sicily, until it shall please her majesty, his au- 
gust spouse, to summon him to her court. 





EASTERN METHOD OF MEASURING TIME. 


The people of the East measure time by the 
of their shadow. Hence, if you ask a man 
what o’clock it is, he immediately goes into the 
sun, stands erect, then looking where his shadow 
terminates, he measures its length with his feet, 
‘and tolls. you nearly the time. Thus the workmen 
‘earnestly desire the shadow which indicates the 
time for leaving their work. A person wishing to 
leave his toil, says, ‘‘ How long my shadow is in 
coming!’ “Why did you not come sooner?” 
** Because I waited for my shadow.” In the 7th 
eee Job we find it written, ‘‘ As a servant 
stly desireth his shadow.”’ 


A beaatiful thought is contained in the following 
epitaph on an infant :—Boston Post. 
‘He took the cup of life to sip, 
_,. For bitter ’twas to drain ; 
He put it meekly from his lip, 
And went to sleep again.’’ 





THE GIRL AND PHILOSOPHER. 
As Kate went tripping up the town, 
(No lassie e’er looked prettier,) 
An “‘ unco chiel” in cap and gown 
(No mortal e’er looked grittier, 
Accosted Kitty in the street, 
As she was going to cross over, 
And robbed her of a kiss—the cheat! 
Saying, ‘I’m a philosopher” 
‘A what?’ said Kitty, blushing red, 
And gave his cap a toss over; 
‘Are yout O, phi?’ and off she sped, 
Whilst he bewailed the ‘loss-oph-her"’ 


SCRAPS. 


Of all apparently innocent habits, lying in bed is 
perhaps the worst; amidsi all the different habits 
through which people have attained to a long life, it 
is said that in this one respect, and this only, they 
have all agreed. No very long lived man has been a 
late riser. 

A celebrated writer on sight, says, that the wearing 
of veils permanently weakens many naturally good 
eyes, on account of the endeavors of the eye to adjust 
itself to the ceaseless vibrations of that too common 
article of dress. 

Envy is like a sore eye, inflamed by every thing 
brilliant or dazzling. 

Taking things as they go, and receiving things as 
they come, may be set down as a very right philoso- 
phy. 

According to the book of Jasher, recently publish- 
ed, Naomi, the daughter of Enoch, was 580 years old 
when she was married. 

A boy asked one of his father’s guests who his next 
door neighbor was, and when he heard his name, ask- 
ed if the gentleman was not a fool. ‘‘ No, my little 
friend,’’ said the guest, “ he is no fool, but a sensible 
man; but why do you ask the question?” “ Why, 
my mother said the other day you were next door to 
a fool, and I wanted to know who lived next to you.” 

An old lady remarkable for her confused idea of 
the meaning of words, described a clear summer even- 
ing thus: “ It was a beautiful bright night—the moon 
made every thing as light as cork.” 

The other day Mrs. Sniffkins being unwell, sent 
for a medical man, and declared her belief that she 
was poisoned and that Mr. Sniffkins “ done it?” 

“T didn’t do it!” shouted Sniffkins. “ It’s all gam- 
mon, she is’nt poisoned. Prove it, doctor, open her 
upon the spot—I’m willing.” 

A lad wishing to turn sailor, lately applied to a 
captain of a vessel for a breth. The captain wishing 
to intimidate him, handed him a piece of rope, and 
said, “If you want to become a good sailor, you must 
make three ends to that rope.”’ 

“I can do it,’’ readily replied the boy; ‘‘ here is 
one, and here is another—that makes two, now here 
is the third”—and he threw it overboard. 

A bricklayer, who was working at the top of his 
house, happened to fall through the raflers, and not 
being hurt, he bounced up and cried ina triumphant 
tone to his fellow laborers, ‘‘There now, I defy any 
man to go through with his work as quick as I have 
done!” 

A string of sausagers—is probably meant by the 
poetical phrase, ‘‘links of lengthened sweetness long 
drawn out. 

“You are more than half blue,’’ as the humming 
bird observed to the violet. 

“I have a drop in my eye,’’ as the violet replied. 

“ Brass at both ends,’ said a ty pointing to a 
Chestnut street dandy with brass heels on his boots. 

When isa nose notanose? When it isa little red- 
dish. 

When isa man’s nose like a bell? When some 
one is wringing it. 

“I come to sleel,” as the rat observed to the spring 
trap. ‘And I spring to embrace you,” as the trap 
replied to the rat. 

“Come, get up—you’ve been in bed long enough,”’ 
as the gardener said when he was pulling up radishes 
to carry to market, 

“1 'm trifling away your time,” as the pickpocket 
said to the gentleman while stealing his watch. 

A lady in this city used an onion the other evening 
to stick her needies in, instead of a pin-cushion, and 
when she went to sew the next morning she found 
they ali had tears in their eyes. 

A book is a whetstone on which some sharpea their 
razors while others sharpen their wits. 





he = ats J OFFICE, City and County of Albsny, Sept. ft), 
SS 1842—ELECTION NOTICE—A general election is to be 
held in the county of Albany on the Tuesday succeeding the firet 
Monday of N next, at which will be chosen the 
mentioned in the notices from the Secretary of State, of which the 
following are copies. AMOS ADAMS, Sheriff. 
Serre a eee} Albeny, August 31, 1842. 


To the Sheriff of the County of Albany: 
Sir--Notice is hereby given that at the next general election 
be beid on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November 

next, ethene | are to be elected, to wit: 

A Governor Lieutenant Governor of this State. 

A Senator for the Third Senatorial District, to supply the va. 
cancy which will accrue by the expiration of the term of Alonz 
C. Paige, on the last day of December next. 

Also, the following county officers, to wit: ‘Three Members of 
Assembly. Yours, respectfully, 

8. YOUNG, Sec’ry of State, 
Strate or New Yorx, ? 
Secretary's Office. § Albany, Sept. 7, 1842. 
To the Sheriff of the Coumy ef Albany : 

Sir--Notice is hereby given that at the next general election to 
be held on the ‘Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November 
next, a Representative in the 28th Congress of the United States 
is to be elected for the Thirteenth Congressional District, consist. 
ing of the —— county of Albapy. 

ours, respectfully, 
8. YOUNG, Sec'ry of State. 


ion te 





OOK BINDING.—HARVEY H. CORNING, sign of the 
golden ledger, 82 State street, Albany, carries on the above 
business in all its various branches, viz: PLaix, EXTRA and SUPER 
exTRa—bas a first rate RULING MACHINE and other necessary im- 
plements for manufacturing BLANK BOOKS of every descrip. 
tion, on ihe most reasonable terms, of the best materials and 
workmanship. 
N. B. An assortment kept on hand. v7. 


LEATHER, O1L, AND FINDING STORE, 
No. 18 Hudson Street. 
J. HOCHSTRASSER, 


Willcontinue the above business at his old stand, and having 
rrangements with manufacturers of Leather and Morocee 
in thecities of New-Yors, Puitapetrmia, and Atpany, end 
baving in his employ first rate workmen, be is enabled to supply 
his customers with all the articles in his line on the most reasona 
ble terms, at Wholesale or Retail, the following are included in 
his assoriment: Oak and Hemlock Harness, Bridle, Collar, Horse, 
Trunk, Valise and Skirting Leather; Hog Skins, Phil i 
Russet Bridle, do. Facing Skins, do. Lining Hides, do. 
Hides, Patent Leather, Coach Roans, Neats Foot and Liver Oj 
Currier’s Tools, Oak Sole Leather, Hemlock do., Wax and Grain 
Unee Leather, do. Calf Skins, Keen's Philadelphia do., Seal and 
Kip Skins, Splits and Wealt ther, Cordovan, Red, Green, 
White and Vellow Linings, Goat and Sheep Binding Skins, 
White Alum Dressed Lini D d and Und ry Smeg 
Colored Goat and Sheep Skins, English Shoe Thread of all num- 
bers, India Rubber and Patent Cloth, Apron Skins, Stock Bind. 








ig, &e. 
- B. Anassortment of Suot Maker's Fixpixas will be kept 


on hand. 
Also, Roller Skins, Engine Hose, Band, Picker, String, an 
Albany, iD4). 


Patent Leather, on hand and made to order. 
To Builders and Contractors. 

HE subscriber having purchased Caldwell and Camero:'s 

Lock Establishment, is now prepared to execute orders un 
their improved plan, in all the variety of Door Locks now used in 
the best style of building. The utility of these locks will at orce 
be apparent to any one who may examine them. The principal 
difficulties existing in almost every lock now in ase, and so much 
complained of by builders and house owners, in almost entirely 
removed. The simple but substantial application of the spring 
greatly lessens friction, and consequently and tendency to 
wear. There is no liability in any of its movements, to get out of 
order, and any number of them may be applied with perfect ease 
and security to doors of various thickness, without the usus! 
alterations, trouble and expense, that generally attend the putting 
on of locks, as is best known to the experienced builder. Their 
utility has been thoroughly tested by experienced men, for the Inst 
two years, with entire satisfaction, and are considered by all who 
have used them, equal and in many respects superior to any other 
kind of lock now in the American market. 

Ail orders addressed to the subscriber, at the Furnace, Fonda- 
street, will receive prompt attention, 

ROB’T L. CUNNINGHAM. 

Schenectady, Nov. 26, 1841. 

Reference may be had to any of the undersigned gentlemen who 
have given their approving card for publication. 

We, the undersigned builders, have used Caldwell and Camer- 
on’s patent door locks, and from their simple construction, cheap- 
ness and general utility, do not hesitate tor I them to the 
public, as equal to any jock of American manufacture now in use. 

BOARDMAN & VAN VOAST, 
GEORGE McBAIN, 
HENRY MORSE, Builders in Albany 
JOSEPH HORSFALL, 
JOHN KEL 
CORNELIUS THOMPSON, 
_ ELIASLYON, Buildersin Sv hene ° 

1 have during the past year, put on a number of Caldwell and 
Cameron’s patent mortice and nob locks, and consider them the 
easiest to puton, and the best working lock J have ever used or 
seen. 37 JOHN RAYSIDE, Albany. 


NEW YORK STATE MECHANIC, 


A weekly paper, devoted to the interests of Mecha- 
nics and Manufacturers, 


IS PUBIASHED EVERY SATURDAY, 
By JOEL MUNSELL, 
No. 58 State Steet, Albany, 
At $1.50 Per annum in advance. 
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